
shown on th e map f acing th~s page . It ~s bel~ € v e d that more 

than 90% of d own town Smithf1 e ld ~a l es are mad e to oeopl e who 

live in these two trad e areas. Th e comb inatlon of these 

areas includes most of Johnst on County; a ll of it except por

tions of Clevel a nd, C l ayton, Wild ers, an d O ' Nea l Town s h1ps. 

Thi s is a far l a r ger area than would be ex p ec ted simply on 

the basis of downt own Smithfi e ld 's size 1n r e lati on to the 

sizes of com petiti ve shoopip g di stric t s an d the distan ces t o 

these com p e titiv e d is tr icts. For example, downtown Raleigh 

is on l y about 27 miles fr om Smithf1eld . Clayton is not much 

f urth e r from Ral eigh (15 miles) than 1t ~s from Sm1thfLel d 

(12 miles). If Smithfi el d and Rale1gh offered the s ame d epth 

an d va ri e t y of merchandis e in their resp ec tiv e stores, Clayton 

resi d ents would t en d to go to Smithfield t o shop S1nce i t is 

a few min ut es c lo ser . But Ral e 1gh do es, of co~ rse. have far 

mo re to offe r th e shopper than Smithf1 e ld b eca use of the 

much larger size and vari e t y of 

is not t o say that nobody comes 

stores lo ca t e d there. This 

from Clayton to Smithfield 

to shop; we know th at this ~s not 

suc h people among th e 10% or l es s 

limits dr awn o n th e map . 

tru e. But we 

who come f rom 

ar including 

b eyo nd the 

Reilly's Law, a commonly used mathemat1cal f o rmulalion of 

the interrelationship of d~st ance fr om and size o f com peti

tive shopping faciliti es, would ~ndl ca t e that th e Sm1thfield 

trade area only extends about 5~ m11es along U. S . 70 toward 

Raleigh, while we be l iev e th a t it ex tend s ab ut 10 rui l es 1n 

that direction. Th ere are s1milar s 1tua r l 0rs to th e north

eas t an d the eas t of Smithfield, where the tr a d e area e xtends 

roughly half-way to th e mu c h larg e r r e t a il~n g com pl exes in 

Wilson an d Gol d sboro . Th e r easons for th1s di s pr o p or t~onate 

att raction t o Smithfi e ld are dLffi c ult t o analyze, be ca use 

they are intangible matters 11k e tr ~ dJti on an d l nya lty and 

the appropriateness of a r e t a l lin g f ac ~llt y 0 the ta s t es of 
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